The Stor
of Wﬁitﬁy

Whithy has been constrained by its site so that even at its
peik, the population never reached 16,000,

It is now about 13,500,

It has always been a smallish town, bur with a vibrant hesicr,
Like all ports, it has been a frontier town for all its history
This exhibition shows the mainaspects of thar
history from the earliest written records to the twentieth

century
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ur earliest evidence calls the
place not Whithy, but

Streomeshealh, an Anglo-Saxon 1 \ =
l name. Healh means a sheltered place, 4 ) EXVIRON N
bl.th Sl!m:l:r:e's.— is obscure, It can mean ¥ d h:;:.:lm
either ‘reclaimed’, or ‘rich’. Recent e

archaeology, and the fact that it cen-
tered round a royal abbey in the 7th

|| century, suggests it means ‘rich’,

\l At some time before the Norman

% Conquest it became Whitby, meaning a
- white village or town. ‘White’ probably
i indicates buildings of stone, such as a
q;_‘ church or monastery might have, rather
y:  than wood. Whitby, largely a stone-
#  built town, it has been ever since.
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he River Esk runs northwards —
through the town to the sea. It
has always been a safe harbour, rax &
though difficult to enter in bad weather.
Prosperity came from the sea; the land —
behind is high, inhospitable moor.
wh Food, water, warmth and shelter are
@ the needs for human life and Whitby
had these in abundance: food from the
Al sea, shelter between the two cliffs - east |
|| and west - warmth from fires fuelled by
{{  driftwood, moorland peat and later, oil
from the whale fisheries. A spring-line
runs along the sides of both cliffs, and
«a has provided abundant fresh water for
drinking and cooking, as well as for I =
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pee the river through the l.lll.liliuiE Map of Whitby in 1828

estuary, and the gradient of both diffs,
have ensured that rubbish and detritus
have always washed out to sea. Whitby
has always been healthy, with a far bet-
ter ratio of births to deaths than most
pre-industrial towns.

A Favoured Spot





























































